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tion of a moral tradition, and the breaking of the rigid
bonds of custom, bonds which were probably essential
for the preservation of primitive societies, was the prime
condition of the growth of the moral tradition of the
progressive nations. In the same way, it is a prime con-
dition of the moral progress of individuals ; the individual
also must not be bound in absolute obedience to any
system of rules of conduct prescribed by custom or in any
other manner. For in either case he has no occasion for
reflection upon conduct, no scope for the free exercise
of moral judgment and choice, no opportunity of
acquiring by absorption the traditional system of moral
sentiments.

Suppose that, as is the case in many savage societies,
the conduct of each of us in every social relation were
prescribed by a rigid custom ; suppose, as was suggested
above, that you must never speak to, or look at, your
mother-in-law; that, if you meet her out of doors, you
must fall flat on your face until she has passed by; and
that infringement of this customary law is invariably-
punished by death or other severe penalty. Suppose
also that all the rest of your social behaviour were de-
fined with similar precision and rigidity. Or imagine
the case of a member of one of the mediaeval religious
communities whose only duty, to which he was trained
from earliest youth, was unquestioning obedience to his
superior. It is easy to understand that under such con-
ditions we should hardly be led to reflect on conduct,
to acquire the moral sentiments, or to make moral judg-
ments of any kind; for our own conduct, we should
merely have to ascertain what behaviour custom pre-
scribes for each situation and to observe its prescription;
and, as regards the conduct of other men also, there would
be no scope for moral judgment but only for the ascer-
tainment of fact. Did he, or did he not, neglect this
observance ? If he did, he must be punished ; if not, he
is to go free. That is to say, under such a system there
is scope only for the merely legal attitude, but none for.
that of moral judgment.

But the child growing up in the midst of a complex